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THE RESCUE

by Laura Sassi

A mother squirrel squeaks in distress.
A gust of wind blew down her nest.
With pulsing tail and twitching nose,
Into the fallen nest she goes.

Out she scoots and in her jaws
She holds a furry ball with paws—
A baby squirrel just half her size
With fluffy tail and shiny eyes.

With babe in mouth, she climbs the tree
Up to a second nursery.

She gently tucks her baby in

And scurries down the trunk again.

She moves six babies, one by one,
And never stops until she’s done.
With babies moved, it’s time to sleep,
All snuggled in a furry heap.
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Question #1

Which line from the poem best shows that
the mother squirrel is kind?2
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Question #2
How does the windy setting contribute to the

poems?e
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Question #3

Read the question carefully. Then write your
answer in the place provided.

What is the most likely reason the poet
includes lines 15 and 162
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